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Featured Photo: 

Archita from École Mondiale leading students in an art class during 
her school break. 

Contribute to our Marathon Team! 
This year CHIP has a team of true marathoners competing in the 
half and full marathons.  Our small team is making a big effort to 
raise funds. So please contribute and join our cheer leading team 
for the marathon madness! 
CHIP Monthly Giving Programme 
CHIP is launching out monthly giving pro-
gramme this month and looking to build the 
number of friends we have. Please stay tuned 
for more, or contact us to contribute. 
Donations 
Laptops– laptop computers keep our office 
functioning and able to go where our projects 
require. 
Recyclables which can be converted into educational materials in 
our Balwadi. Cardboard, one side used pa-
per, plastics, toys etc. 
Volunteer! 
Please contact us if you are interested. 
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From the Managing Committee 
The past few months at CHIP have been very exciting, with some big pro-
grammes being established over the next year. Since 2004 CHIP has been es-
tablishing strong roots in the school and community with growth focused on a 
single vision of providing uncompromising quality education. We can’t do this 
alone however, to achieve this vision CHIP has been and will continue to bring 
together the best of other NGOs, stakeholder groups, the public sector and the 
community. The current quality of education is unacceptable, a change is neces-
sary. We at CHIP believe through change in the quality of education possibilities 
become infinite. 
 
In order to achieve this CHIP has been expanding and we are happy to welcome   
our new Project Manager, Novela Corda, to the team. Novela joins us from the 
Don Bosco Shelter’s research team. Her passion and drive to bring about social 
change is unparalleled; we are all thrilled  by her motivation and passion. We 
hope you will be as excited as we are about the changes that she will bring to 
this organization. We would also like to thank Mary Ellen Matsui, our Atma volun-
teer over the last few months, for her contribution. Mary Ellen will be leaving at 
the end of this month. We wish her all success in her future ventures. 
 
Believing in CHIP’s abilities many other’s have contributed to CHIP’s projects 
becoming  “Friends of CHIP”. We have been inspired by many generous spirits 
but especially by two individuals. The first is Ms. Surekha Misra of Darmstadt, 
Germany. On her 50th birthday Ms. Misra decided to share her day with the less 
fortunate in this world. She asked friends to contribution to NGOs in India, includ-
ing CHIP, rather than giving gifts. These “birthday gifts” have gone to establish-
ing our balwadi, remedial class, and a study class at Prateeksha Nagar school. 
Our second inspiration has comes from young Juhi Shah, a high school student 
from the US. Juhi has been making craft items for sale and donating the pro-
ceeds back to CHIP’s programmes. It has been overwhelming to see such gen-
erosity and motivating to know that people believe in our cause and our work. 
We are so glad that we can count these people, and the many other contributors 
as friends of CHIP. 
 
If you to wish to become a friend of CHIP please feel free to contact our office 
and speak with Novela. In the coming months we will be launching our monthly 
giving programme, so be sure to watch for that; as well we have our Mumbai 
Marathon team coming soon-  a small but mighty- marathon madness team. We 
are now raising funds to support our runners please contact us to contribute. 
 
Wishing you all the best, 
 
Anjali Mirchandani   
CHIP Mumbai 



Balwadi at Prateeksha Nagar: 
 
Until this academic year Prateeksha Nagar school 
had never had a place for pre-school children. Start-
ing small CHIP began this a balwadi with the hiring of 
a local  woman, as a teacher, and the enrollment of 
approximately 30 children. 
 

September 18th will be the official opening of the Bal-
wadi, though it has been running since June. We 
have created a space in the school’s covered shed 
for the class; where new concrete  flooring, curtains 
(painted by our peer leaders), and  colourful tires & stones demarcate the classroom area. 
 

To ensure the best possible teaching inputs we visited many exposure visits to leading 
schools in the area. We were very impressed by the model used in Udayachal, Godrej 
school’s pre-primary section at Vikhroli. Their child centric approach and use of recycled ma-
terials as learning tools has inspired CHIP’s balwadi’s style and curriculum formation. 
 

K West Balwadi Teacher Exposure Visit 
We wanted to pass this inspiration along to the other BMC balwadis. Working with the help of 
K-West CDO Mrs. Pravina Patel we were able to bring 30 BMC balwadi teachers to the Godrej school for an exposure visit. The 
teachers participated in the classes and then received instructions in the preparation of educational items from recycled materials. 
Everyone who participated in the day was newly motivated to bring new ideas and concepts to their work. 
 

To further the use of this curriculum in our own balwadi we have requested the assistance of “veteran” educator Yasmeen Shroff. 
Yasmeen is a former teacher from Godrej school, and currently runs a programme Possibilities with her husband Aspi Shroff that 
works with young people to help them uncover their potential. Yasmeen will help us and Salma, our teacher, to fully utilize their 
potential through in classroom guidance and training. Yasmeen will also provide input on how to develop our education material 
collection from recycled goods.  
 

We are working now to collect recyclable materials for the school from our own homes, friends of CHIP, family, and the school 
community, especially the parents of the balwadi children. In doing this we hope the parents and school community will become 
more involved in the learning happening in the school. Reusing everyday items for a new function also shows parents and stu-
dents that though they may come from a disadvantaged background everything they require is within their grasp with the use of a 
little creative thinking. 
 

We at CHIP have already experienced a mild paradigm shift with regards to what we can truly call waste and what is really a puz-
zle or counting sheet or a building block waiting to be discovered.   
 

As well as being a learning centre for children, the balwadi will act as an early detection centre for learning disabilities, slow learn-
ing, mal nutrition or any other physical disabilities. We will be monitoring the health of the children carefully, doing evaluation and 
counseling when issues are discovered. 
 

We are very excited about this project. We now have the chance to address the needs of children at an even earlier stage and 
instill in them values, skills and ensure good health so later on in life they are able to meet their potential-happy, healthy and 
ready for a challenge. 
 

Please contact us if you would like to contribute to our recycled goods. We will be publishing a full list shortly. 

Musical instruments made from 
recycled materials at Udaychal. 

CHIP Mumbai P. 2 


