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A very happy, hopeful and peaceful 2008 from all of us at
CHIP! It has been a very busy time at CHIP Mumbai! In the
wake of the terrible happenings in Mumbai on 26" November
2008, the fragility of our lives has become most evident. In the
recent past we have seen many senseless rifts developing
between communities and peoples. What was heartening was
that in the aftermath of 26/11 people began coming together
uniting in the face of divisive forces. As you can see from our
Gratitude section (4), there are many people to thank, and
we’re excited about their contributions to create a more unified
environment for our students and teachers at Pratiksha Nagar.
Read on to find out what has been happening at CHIP and how
you can ‘chip’ in too!
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“I'd only been to Mumbai once before, as a teenager. 1'm sad to say | didn't take much back
that time... only the negative images of poverty, pollution, and noise. Once | was safely
back in my Western home, | had no plans to return to Mumbai. Little did I know |

return, and actually come to love the place, its people, and its opportunities.

My second trip to India began in Kerala, and through ATMA, | learned of a volunteer op-
portunity with CHIP - Mumbai. | made the trip to the city, and though initially, I could only
offer myself and my office skills, I quickly learned some of the skills needed to contribut-
deto an NGO. It wasn't long before | realized CHIP's impact on the educational standards
present in municipal schools.

CHIP's Project Manager, Novela, encouraged me to help as much as | wanted, and involved me in every-
thing from the setup of electronic systems and paperwork, to buying market goods for our new Balwadi
program. My efforts were best served in the offices of CHIP, but | was also free to go to the school, and |
was able to help the students with the first Art Competition and the making of Diwali cards! | also repre-
sented CHIP Mumbai at the Marriott Hotel Mela and other various events to create awareness for CHIP and
the students it serves.

My experience with CHIP is hard to sum up in just a few short paragraphs, but I take back much more of the
"good" of India this time: The children greeting me excitedly with their cries of "Hi Didi!!," and the love
and support of Kiran and Vasima, CHIP's social workers. 1 also take the knowledge and determination
Novela instilled in me, which has opened up the world of development work to me, even in the UK. CHIP
and ATMA, together, have made a mark on my life, and I'm so proud to see CHIP grow and continue with
it's great work. I'm counting the days until I can come back!”

CHIP Mumbai is an NGO working with children in BMC (Bombay Municipal Corp.) schools in the northern
Mumbai suburbs. Since its inception in 2004, CHIP Mumbai has been working with a belief in “Total Child Care.” We
envision a day where all children will have access to quality education that will prepare them to lead empowered and

productive lives. CHIP’s mission is to support, develop and empower schools in India that cater to underprivileged chil-
dren, through investment in school infrastructure, quality education, health and community development.
To learn about staff/volunteer opportunities, visit us at www.chipmumbai.org or call 99 3012 9986.
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“The CHIP Change

CHIP developed a program to provide infor-
mation on a healthy & orderly food distri-
bution process. Students learned the im-
portance of gqueuing to receive food, sitting
in the designated area to eat, cleaning the
space after meals/snacks, and properly
disposing of plates and cups.

What’s Happening Through CHIP...
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CHIP’s most recent project
established a remedial
class for students that
need extra support and
j ‘ instruction to develop func-

E tional literacy. Approxi-
e mately 25 kids spend an
extra hour at school a few

2 times a week, and the
program is designed to
improve the reading and
writing skills of students.
This program resulted in
the hire of a new teacher,
Shamim Khan.

Kiran (pictured above) conducted a meeting in which the parents of the
students were informed of the structure and benefits of the remedial sessions.
With an already large number of students enrolled, parents were encouraged
to continue the support of the program and their children's’ furthered
education. The parents are pleased with this new program, and regular
parent-teacher meetings will be held to continue building bridges between the

community, school, and CHIP.

Art Week Fest 2008

This year, CHIP made sure each and every
child in the school had the opportunity to
draw, paint, and use their imagination.
A real treat for the students, they got to
trade in their recess time for art time for
an entire week! The art supplies for all
700+ children were donated by ECOLE
Mondiale, and one huge outer wall of the
school is now devoted to the children’s
creations!

“Shramadan” denotes hard work,
volunteering one’s labor, and
contributing to the community.
CHIP believes in passing these
values along to the students of
s Pratiksha Nagar, and recently
0 o focused on promoting participation
among students. Each class was
given tasks based around the
cleanliness and care of the class-
rooms and school premises. For ten
days, each class participated in
Shramadan and received marks
based on inspection of the grounds

s

Vasima (pictured above) conducted a

and classes. The classes that
received the highest marks were
awarded prizes and recognition.

parents’ meeting concerning need for immu-
nizations, benefits of a healthy diet, and the
services offered by Public Health Centre.
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“The CHIP Change

What’s Happening Through CHIP...

The American Women'’s Club of Bombay (AWC) is
a continuous support to CHIP Mumbai. This past
season, they played an integral partinthe &
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development of the Balwadi program at Pratik-
sha Nagar. AWC donated many of the required
W art supplies and educational toys, such as safety
scissors, glue, paint, paintbrushes, art & craft
paper, building blocks, puzzles, puppets, age-
appropriate books, and many other items. With-
out AWC, the Balwadi class wouldn’t be possible!

(pictured left)
A special “Diwali Peer Camp,”
designed specifically for girls, was
implemented this season. A group of
13-15 year old former students of
Pratiksha Nagar came back for 10
days and led girl students through
games & sports designed to teach
team-building skills. Through fun
athletics such as dodge ball, Kauva
koyal, and Aag ka darya, the girls
were finally able to run free and play
sports, just like the boys! The camp
i also provided the girl students with
opportunities to draw, sing, form
( human bridges, and participate in
group activities designed to let them
express their feelings and thoughts
among their peers.

(above) CHIP had multiple team
members participate in the 2009
Mumbai Marathon! This
marathon event is one of the
largest in the world, attracting
international runners, celebrities,
and Mumbaikars alike, all with
the goal of raising charity funds.

ECOLE Mondiale, a world high school in the Mumbai area, partners with various under-
privileged public schools to bring about change and build a bridge of support between
the two very different learning atmospheres. ECOLE’s partnership with CHIP has been
invaluable, as has the dedication of the ECOLE students that visit Pratiksha Nagar.

Each Friday, ECOLE students and teachers come to the school and work with Grades 3
& 4 children. They've arranged art classes and English classes under the Community Art
& Social Work (CAS) program, and have also been instrumental in CHIP’s fundraising
efforts by selling kid-made Diwali cards over the holidays.

This year, to celebrate the Christmas holiday, an ECOLE class visited and brought ginger- Q
bread cake and icing, then helped the students shape the cake into gingerbread men "«;
and gingerbread houses. The ECOLE helpers also arranged a Christmas Art Program,
and all CHIP kids got to create traditional and festive holiday art pieces!
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“The CHIP Challenge

What’s Possible Through CHIP...

Several new initiatives are developing at CHIP... Here’s a snapshot of what’s to come this season!

“Building Bridges Initiative” - After the tragedy of 26/11, CHIP is making an effort to address the roots of
the problem: discrimination and social divide. It’s especially relevant at our school, Pratiksha Nagar, as

two mediums are taught under the same roof: Hindi and Urdu. CHIP’s idea is to teach cooperation and in-
teraction among these two mediums from the very start, among both children and staff, through a new pro-

gram called “Building Bridges.”

English Classes - Students participating in our new remedial class will be eligible to attend English-
instruction classes each Saturday. Classes will focus on the spoken and written English language.
Wockhardt De-worming Health Camp - This health camp will offer free de-worming procedures and educa-
tion about follow-up and prevention to students at Pratiksha Nagar.

CHIP Charity Event - An event will be organized and announced, in efforts to create CHIP awareness and
also provide a fun, easy way to donate money to further CHIP’s efforts and progress!

You must e the change YU WISh t0 Se8

How & ™  Can Help!

Become a “( ) ” - Make a
one-time donation, contribute to our
monthly donation program or make an
annual contribution.

B - Assist needy children
in completing their education’

+ - We are currently in need
of old & refurbished (functioning) desktop
computers.

- CHIP can use your time,
efforts, and expertise! In need now -
Volunteers with basic computer skills to
join a new teaching initiative!

**
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(Donations exempt under section 80G of the Income Tax Act of 1965.)

[ ]
In the Wﬂ"d B & & Mahatma Gandhi

Our Gratitude

There are numerous people & organizations that make CHIP
possible. Without them, things simply wouldn’t change.
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Supporting CHildren In Pain
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Website: www.chipmumbai.org

Phone; 99 3012 9986

The promotion of communal harmony and
corporation is one of CHIP's priorities, and
we believe education is at the heart of this.

CHIP provides its children:

School supplies and infrastructure
Counseling services

A library and playroom

Computer courses

Conduction of inter-school competitins

Summer camps and workshops in dance,
music and theatre

Medical camps

Sponsorship programs for further
education

Make cheques payable to CHIP, and send
to:

A-3 Gurukrupa, 2™ Cross Rd,
Lokhandwala Complex,
Andheri (W), 400053
Mumbai, India.

+91 (22) 26398613

Support CHIP now!
Your donation will improve the education and quality of life for underprivileged children.
Make cheques payable to CHIP, and send to address on the left.

For only Rs. 500, CHIP can provide 30 kindergarten students with nutritional supplements
for an entire month.

For only Rs. 1000, you can become a sponsor for a summer camp, which is a 4-week camp
providing slum children with the opportunity to play sports, build teams, and achieve goals.
Every child deserves to have a chance to play, make friends, and just be a kid during
summer holidays.

For only Rs. 2000, CHIP can provide art supplies for a class of 30 students for an entire
school year.

As you can see, a small donation can make a BIG difference in the lives of our kids!
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=5= of the Indian schools do not have
electricity and enough sitting places in the
classrooms.

G5= of the kids from India’s slums
leave school before the age of ten.

65> of the school-age
children not currently attending
school are in India.
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In Bombay, ?5= of the children
attend a public school.

Of these children, only 33= are still
enrolled in school after the age of 12.

0
0C)
=555- A

@ *

0
=5>

D $

El
*

"+9D ("E ",

3=>
= = D$F

)
9E

9D 9"

$:9



